
Marketplace & Resurrection

I’d like to first offer thanks to the women of  this church who supported me throughout college 
and seminary and who invited me today to come preach. I am incredibly thankful to have grown 
up among such women. I’m certainly glad to be among you—it’s always good to come home! 

Unsurprisingly, the first thing I did when Rev. Fant called was to look at today’s lectionary text. I 
hoped for a light text, one of  the sunnier ones—perhaps a healing or a victory of  some sort. How 
excited, then, when I realized that the lectionary text picks up right where I left Seven Oaks. 
Indeed, when I was last here I preached on the wedding at Cana, Jesus’ first miracle, the miracle 
of  merrymaking, recounted in John 2:1-12. Today’s lectionary text begins with verse 13. I hoped 
for a post-Cana speech, for further explanation of  that great miracle. Instead? The “cleansing” of 
the Temple. 

A few words about the Passover Feast and the Temple economy. 
• Passover is a reenactment of  the Exodus. The Temple sacrifice recalls the final plague in Egypt

—the death of  the first-born son. As they had been instructed, the Israelites painted the blood 
of  a spring lamb over their doors so that the angel would pass them by. Consequently, in 
remembrance, the Israelites came to the Temple to sacrifice an unblemished male lamb. 

• Because the lamb had to be without blemish, most families chose to buy the animal at the 
Temple. However, they could not use Roman coin in the Temple, because Roman coin was 
imprinted with the face of  the Emperor (a violation of  the 2nd commandment). So they had to 
change their money, usually with a half  shekel tax, in order to purchase the animal. 

 The Passover of  the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. In the temple he 
found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money-changers seated at their 
tables. Making a whip of  cords, he drove all of  them out of  the temple, both the sheep 
and the cattle. He also poured out the coins of  the money-changers and overturned their 
tables. He told those who were selling the doves, ‘Take these things out of  here! Stop 
making my Father’s house a market-place!’ His disciples remembered that it was written, 
‘Zeal for your house will consume me.’ The Jews then said to him, ‘What sign can you 
show us for doing this?’ Jesus answered them, ‘Destroy this temple, and in three days I will 
raise it up.’ The Jews then said, ‘This temple has been under construction for forty-six 
years, and will you raise it up in three days?’ But he was speaking of  the temple of  his 
body. After he was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; 
and they believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken.

This is the Word of  the Lord. Thanks be to God. 
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Forget for a moment that you’ve heard this passage time and again. This should not be familiar.  
Jesus, an observant Jew, has come to Jerusalem for the Passover. Rightly, he goes to the Temple. I 
imagine that his disciples thought he was going to offer his own sacrifice, or perhaps to find some 
scholars with whom to argue. Now, I have to admit that when I picture this moment in my head 
it plays out much like an Oprah talk-show. Things are going along as they should and then 
suddenly “It’s JESUS!” And like Tom Cruise bouncing up and down on the couch, Jesus’ acts so 
irrationality, so strangely, that all anyone can do is stand agog and wonder what sort of  madness 
they are witnessing. 

Our familiarity with this story should not lessen the shock of  it all. 

How could this be Jesus? 
Jesus, the man who taught us to turn the other cheek. 
Jesus, the teacher who commands forgiveness seventy-times-seven. 
Jesus, who tells us to love our enemies! 
This man is like no other Jesus we know! 

Indeed, what we mildly call a “cleansing” is in fact an act of  utter destruction. This is chaos, and 
the result was certainly not “clean”. The Temple must’ve been a right out mess, and I imagine 
those who weren’t nursing whip-wounds were raving mad. 

Before we go further, a word about the legacy of  this passage. This is one of  the few 
stories recorded across the four gospels. As recorded in Matthew, Mark and Luke (the 
“Synoptics”), the story is fairly uniform. Each includes some iteration of  the well known 
saying “My house shall be called a house of  prayer but you have made it a den of  
robbers” (a synthesis of  two prophetic texts, one in Jeremiah, the other in Isaiah). The 
contrast in the synoptics between prayer and purchase is intentional. “This is meant to be 
one thing”, Jesus seems to say, “but you have made another—in fact, you have made it its 
opposite.” In the synoptics, Jesus’ saying implies a critique of  the system—a system which 
is undoubtably exploitative of  the poor. 

John’s telling of  the story has no such condemnation. There is only “Stop making my 
Father’s house a market-place” and the far more enigmatic “Destroy this temple, and in 
three days I will raise it up.” 

There is one further difference worth examination: in the Synoptics, the story of  the Temple 
Incident comes at the end of  Jesus’ ministry. It is, in fact, the precipitating event that leads to his 
arrest. In John, however, the story is recorded at the beginning of  Jesus’ ministry. It is his first 
public appearance (as the Wedding was a presumably private event), his messianic “coming out”, 
as it were.

Indeed, in John, Jesus’ ministry starts out with a bang. 

One may rightly wonder why. 
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There doesn’t seem to have been any particular threat to Jesus’ life or to the lives of  his disciples. 
No one provoked him. It is entirely reasonable to assume that he was angry at the injustice of  the 
whole thing. But John offers no such justification. When Jesus is (mildly, might I add) reproached by the 
Jews he responds with only this:

Marketplace & Resurrection. 

It seems to me that when Jesus turns the tables, it’s meant to be a sort of  symbolic upending of  
the status quo. Why? Because salvation is not based on a human economy! Why? Because God is 
not a market, because God cannot be bought, because God is not a transaction. 

Jesus chose the time when the most folks would be there, the Passover, to enact the destruction. 
The “cleansing” was mean to be seen. This is not the way of  the Kingdom, announces the anonymous, mad 
Messiah.The Temple Tax may be cheap. But God’s grace is free. And there’s a world of  difference between 
the two. 

Jesus follows up the critique of  the marketplace with this nonsense about the Temple being 
rebuilt in three days. Now, for the Jews the Temple had unimaginable significance. It was not, as 
Protestant theology has come to understand the site of  a church, the house of  the people of  God. 
It was, quite literally, the house of  God, for at the center, in the “Holy of  Holies”, stood the Ark 
of  the Covenant. There was none like it in the world. The temple was the most important site for 
Jews of  the time. Its destruction would mean the very destruction of  God.

That being the case, it’s a miracle that the leaders of  the Temple didn’t arrest Jesus, or at least 
have him committed, right on the spot. All they can do, like speechless Oprah, is ask for Jesus to 
prove himself. If  he is the Son of  God then he damn well better have a miracle or two to show 
for it. Now, Jesus, would be a good time to turn water into wine. Or a pigeon into a parrot. 
Turing some chords into a whip simply will not do. 

Jesus offers only enigma: “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” Jesus refuses to 
offer a sign, because the Kingdom of  God isn’t about a show of  power, it isn’t an economic quid 
pro quo but neither is it a miracle on demand. As with Thomas after the Resurrection, the only 
sign Jesus will offer is his own body. The Temple of  God.

Jesus not only upsets the Market Economy, he upsets the very root of  Temple theology. If  Jesus is 
the Temple, that means that the power of  God is not in brick and mortar, but in a demonstrably 
unpredictable man, a man who thinks and acts in ways which we simply cannot imagine. 

Jesus is the beating heart in whom God dwells. Before him Priests and Scribes and Pharisees and 
Pastors and Scholars and Exegetes lose their power. The authority of  God is in the Word of  few 
words, in God made flesh. “Destroy this temple in three days and I will raise it up.” Because 
nothing, not even death will stop the abundant, overflowing, water-into-wine, table turning grace 
of  God. 

In the new Kingdom everything is upside down.
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In this new iteration, moneychanging and unblemished lambs are become unnecessary. Grace is 
offered to all. Grace is not located in an ark in Jerusalem, but in the person of  Jesus Christ. In 
front of  all these people, all these animals, all this economy and chaos, Jesus turns the tables. Jesus  
turns every table. 

Lent, or, rather, “Lenten”, means “Spring.” Lent is the Spring of  the Soul, a season during which 
we invite and allow God to do a bit of  cleaning—to renew, refresh and clean whatever Temples 
we frequent, whatever places our idols dwell, whatever markets we exploit. In Lent we invite God 
to upset our New Status Quo. 

In the Table-Turning Economy, God is in this man, a man who cannot be co-oped or sold, a man 
who is always for this one thing: the love of  God, and for its second: the love of  neighbor. No 
caveats, no coins.

You who turn the house of  God into a market, or a social club, or a political check-point, you 
who build up brick and mortar temples—it is to you, it is to us, that the Son of  God comes.

In the Table-Turning Economy grace is free to us (though costly to God!), who always and 
everywhere contradicts and upends the economy of  moneychangers, the expectations of  the Dow 
and the Temple of  Wall Street. 

The Table-Turing market is regulated only by the extravagant, unnecessary, abundant love that 
dwells within this mad Messiah.

This Lenten season tables will be turned. Jesus will not act according to our expectations. Jesus 
will act according to the particular kingdom of  God which is bigger and grander and more 
wonderful than any earthly kingdom we know. 

May our tables be turned, our Temples be cleansed and our markets be transformed this Lenten season so that we 
may come to know the one Living, Unpredictable,Faithful God. Amen. 
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